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IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO  HAVE CROSSED THE BAR
(Since the previous Rookwood Commemoration)

Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When I put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,
Too full for sound and foam,
When that which drew from out the boundless deep
Turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell,
When I embark;

For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to see my Pilot face to face
When I have crost the bar.

Poem By Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1889, Poet Laureate

WWII Veterans NSW

Crossed The Bar during period April 2024 to April 2025
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Victoria
Capt. John Turnbull - 02/04/2024
Capt. Peter Varani – 09/01/2024

Queensland
John Miller C/Eng – 17/02/2024
Capt. Peter Stockings – 11/08/2024

South Australia
Phil Mason Past President MNA South Aust. – 30/10/2023
Capt. Ian Frazer – 31/07/2024

Western Australia
Capt. David Aslett – 31/01/2025

New South Wales
David Baxendale – 16/03/2024
Gerard (Gerry) Bourke RAN Korean Veteran – 04/03/2025
Colin Cockley – 17/10/2024
Kevin (Doug) Curtin – 14/08/2024
Capt. Graham Dawson – 25/01/2025
Philip (Phil) Helmore Naval Architect – 02/03/2025
Dudley Hepworth – July 2024
Capt. Robert Legatt – April 2024
Capt. Jim London – 29/07/2024
Edward (Ted) Miles – 09/05/2024
George Spruce – 12/07/2024
Capt. Peter Wallington-Beddoe – August 2023
Capt. Edward Wilson – 20/04/2024

Capt. Colin Dwyer WWII -11/03/2025    Donald Edward Kennedy OAM WWII - 23/11/2024

William (Bill) Robbie WWII – 20/06/2024
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CROSSING THE BAR
Poem by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1889, Poet Laureate

4.	 For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place
	 The flood may bear me far,
	 I hope to see my Pilot face to face
	 When I have crossed the bar.
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Master  of Ceremonies Sean Barrett, Chairman
The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

• Welcome • Acknowledgement of Country
• Introductions • Opening Remarks

Officiating Clergy
• Sister Mary Leahy OAM, Chaplain, Stella Maris, Sydney & Regional Co-Ordinator Oceania.

Awarded in 2017, by the Holy Father Pope Francis, the Papal Honour of: Croce pro Eccesia et Pontifice for 
distinguished services to the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Sydney

Music Program
The Bankstown & Yagoona Brass

Mr. Rae Forrester, Music Director
Accompanied by Mrs. Helen Marks, Secretary
Mrs. Finola McMahon leading us in singing.

First Reading: Gospel according to Matthew 8:23-27
TBC

3. Come, see the works of our Maker
 learn of His deeds all powerful;
 wars can cease across the world
 when He shatters the spear!
 Be still and know your Creator,
 uplift Him in the nations -
 God the Lord of Hosts
 is with us evermore!

1. God is our strength and refuge
 our present help in trouble;
 and we therefore will not fear
 though the earth should change!
 Though mountains shake and tremble
 though swirling floods are raging
 God the Lord of Hosts
 is with us ever more.

2. There is a flowing river
 within God’s holy city;
 God is in the midst of her -
 she shall not be moved!
 God’s help is swiftly given,
 thrones vanish at His presence -
 God the Lord of Hosts
 is with us evermore!

Hymn / Psalm 46: God is our Strength and Refuge  
Tune: The Dambusters March
(Composer Eric Coates, 1886-1958)

Music Program
The Bankstown City Band
Music Director Mr Ken Bradley

Accompanied by Mr. Garry Marks, Treasurer & Librarian
Leading us in singing Mrs Finola McMahon 

• Welcome • Acknowledgement of Country
• Introductions • Opening Remarks

David Field, Chairman
The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

Officiating Clergy
• Sister Mary Leahy OAM, Chaplain, Apostleship of the Sea, Sydney & Regional Co-Ordinator Oceania.

* Rev. Tay Un - Head of Mission to Seafarers Sydney
* Mr. John Kewa Lay - Chaplain Mission to Seafarers Port Kembla
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Reading: Gospel according to Matthew 8:23-27

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mr. David Parmeter

Chairman Australian Mariners’ Welfare Society (AMWS)

Order of Commemoration
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Hymn / Psalm 46: God is our Strength and Refuge
Tune: Dambusters March

(Composer Eric Coates. 1886-1957)
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Hymn:  From All Around the World
Tune: Anchors Aweigh

1. From all around the world
 From sea to sea
 We praise our Mighty God
 Who gives us strength to fight for victory.
 People from every shore
 Bring Him their praise;
 Lord of the Ocean’s roar
 Until the end (‘til the end of) days.

2. God brings us victory
 God, Three in One;
 The whole world stands in awe
 Of the mighty things that He’s done
 His deeds bring shouts of joy
 From Land and Sea;
 Our faults defeat us, but
 Our God can make us (He can make us) free

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
Thy Kingdom come
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

3. Some sail across the sea
 Toiling each day
 They see what God can do amid
 The Ocean’s stormy spray, for
 He calms the raging storm,
 Saves them from harm
 He brings them safe to shore
 And to a haven (to a haven) calm.

Second Reading: from the Prophet Isaiah 43:1-3
TBC

For King and Country And Thanksgiving for The Merchant Navy
Mr. John Kewa, Lay Chaplain, Mission to Seafarers Port Kembla
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Thy Kingdom come
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Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
The power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen

3. O Holy Spirit! Who didst brood

Upon the waters dark and rude,

and bid their angry tumult cease,

and give, for wild confusion, peace;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

4. O Trinity of love and power!

our brethren shield in danger’s hour;

from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect us whereso’er they go;

thus evermore shall rise to Thee

glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

1. Eternal Father, strong to save,

whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep

Its own appointed limits keep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

2. O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard

And hushed their raging at Thy Word,

Who walkest on the foaming deep,

And calm amidst the storm didst sleep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

Words: William Whiting, Winchester, England 1860

Tune: ‘Melita’ John B. Dykes 1861 

Hymn of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces
Eternal Father, Strong to Save

AUSTRALIAN MERCHANT SEAMAN 

ROLL OF HONOUR

Within the ‘Sculpture Garden’ of the Australian 

War Memorial (AWM) designed by Denis 

Adams, Second World War official war artist.
And Unveiled by

His Excellency The Hon. Sir William Deane, 
AC KBE, Governor-General of the 

commonwealth of Australia,
Saturday 17th October 1998

“This memorial commemorates the service and sacrifice of 
Australian merchant seamen who manned ships in all parts 

of the world during the First and Second World Wars. The 

support these men provided was vital to the success of the 
war effort.
Merchant ships carried vital supplies and troops but were 

vulnerable to enemy attack because they were generally 

slow, poorly armed and often loaded with dangerous 

cargoes”. 6

The Naval Hymn
Eternal Father, Strong to Save



INTRODUCTION OF GUEST OF HONOUR
Peter Sinclair, AM, CSC, RAN (Retd) 

Director, The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)

3. O Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
 Upon the waters dark and rude,
 and bid their angry tumult cease,
 and give, for wild confusion, peace;
 Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
 For those in peril on the sea!

4. O Trinity of love and power!
 our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
 from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
 protect us whereso’er they go;
 thus evermore shall rise to Thee
 glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

1. Eternal Father, strong to save,
 whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
 who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
 Its own appointed limits keep;
 Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
 For those in peril on the sea!

2. O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard
 And hushed their raging at Thy Word,
 Who walkest on the foaming deep,
 And calm amidst the storm didst sleep;
 Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
 For those in peril on the sea!

Hymn of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces
Eternal Father, Strong to Save
Words: William Whiting, Winchester, England 1860
Tune: ‘Melita’ John B. Dykes 1861

Guest of Honour Delivering the
2019 Merchant Navy Address

Mr Peter Dexter AM
Peter Dexter is the Chairman of the Australian National Maritime Museum 
(ANMM) and a Director of the Australian National Maritime Museum 
Foundation. He is also a non-executive director of Qube Holdings Ltd and 
Wilh. Wilhelmsen Investments Pty Ltd.

Peter was awarded the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit by the King of Norway 
for his contribution to Norwegian-Australian business and his work during the 
Tampa crisis.

He was named a member (AM) in the Order of Australia for services to the 
development of the shipping and maritime industries through leadership 
roles, to international relations and the community in 2005. Peter is a fellow 
(FAICD) of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.
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Guest of Honour Delivering the 2025 Merchant Navy Address
Commodore Christopher “Kit” Rynd, FNI

Kit Rynd was born in New Zealand and grew up in Sri Lanka, Singapore, Fiji & Samoa. He 
began his sea career as an apprentice in Union Steamship Company of New Zealand. He 

has also completed extensive and ongoing 
company sponsored training from Advanced 
Fire Fighting Dynamic Positioning to 
Emergency Ship Handling on an annual 
basis as well as the STCW required training 
and updates.
In 2000 Kit was promoted to Captain and 
has commanded nine different classes/types 
of passenger ships including the liner Queen 
Mary 2.
He has served as an Expert Witness in 
maritime affairs for the High Court of New 
South Wales.

Christopher Rynd was appointed Commodore of Cunard Line in April 2011 and is a Fellow of 
the Nautical Institute. Kit has been married to his wife Julie since 1980.
He retired from full time seagoing career in September 2018 and is now a part time consultant 
in maritime affairs with special interest in Human Factors training and Bridge Team 
management implementation.

Capt. Ted vanBronswijk, Director
The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)
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PRAYER: Mr. John Kewa Lay Chaplain Missions to Seafarers 
(MTS) Port Kembla

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
MEMORIAL PRAYER

Ode -  Mr. Don Kennedy JP 
• President Merchant Navy RSL Sub Branch 
• Veterans Advisor to the Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd. (MNWMF)

They have no grave but the cruel sea;
No flowers lay at their head;
A rusting hulk is their tombstone, afast on the ocean bed.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning;
We will remember them.

All say: We will remember them
Mr. Don Kennedy JP: Lest we forget
All say: Lest we forget

THE LAST POST - Bugler - Ms. Carla Ward 
A lone bugle call marks the end of the day’s activities and has come to be 
known as a signal to commemorate the fallen. The Last Post remembers 
the service and bravery of those who have served our country.

ONE MINUTE’ S SILENCE - a sign of respect and a time for reflection, 
concluding with 8 bells 

(Signaling the conclusion of the one minute’s silence, 8 Bells will toll which is recognised on board ships as 
‘the end of watch’ but is also a way of saying, a Sailors or Merchant Mariners own watch is over...a nautical 
euphemism for “finished”).

ROUSE
(After the one minute’s silence and 8 bells, flags are raised from half mast to the masthead as the Rouse is 
sounded. Today it is associated with the Last Post at all military funerals, and at services of dedication and 
remembrance).

LAYING OF WREATHS
Introductions by: David Field, Chairman & Sean Barrett, Deputy Chairman The Merchant Navy War 
Memorial Fund (MNWMF)

Co-Ordination of Wreaths to be laid: Merrill Barker, Secretary, Merchant Navy RSL Sub Branch, Stephen 
Westfield, Director, Stan Moriarty, Secretary, The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund, (MNWMF). And with the 
valued assistance of Wreath Bearers, From Lake Burley Griffin Sea Scouts, under Scout Leader Mr. Ed Darke.  

A PERIOD OF REFLECTIONS AND PRIVATE THOUGHTS
MUSIC BY

CANBERRA BRASS Inc.

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE
THE ODE
Mr. Paul Trangmar, Director
The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd (MNWMF)
	

	 They have no grave but the cruel sea;
	 No flowers lay at their head;
	 A rusting hulk is their tombstone, afast on the ocean bed.

	 Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
	 At the going down of the sun and in the morning;
	 We will remember them.

All say:	 We will remember them

Mr. Paul Trangmar:	 Lest we forget

All say:	 Lest we forget

THE LAST POST - Bugler, David Young, The Bankstown & Yagoona Brass
(In military tradition, the Last Post is the bugle call that signifies the end of the day’s activities. 
It is also sounded at military funerals to indicate that the soldier has gone to his final rest and at 
commemorative services) 

ONE MINUTE’ S SILENCE - a sign of respect and a time for reflection, concluding 
with 8 bells. Rung by Mr. Garry Marks. Treasurer & Librarian, The Bankstown & Yagoona Brass 
(Signaling the conclusion of the one minute’s silence, 8 Bells will toll which is recognised on board 
ships as ‘the end of watch’ but is also a way of saying, a Sailors or Merchant Mariners own watch 
is over...a nautical euphemism for “finished”. The MNWMF thanks the Bankstown City Band for 
arranging the 8 Bells).
ROUSE - Bugler, David Young, The Bankstown & Yagoona Brass
(After the one minute’s silence and 8 bells, flags are raised from half mast to the masthead as the 
Rouse is sounded. Today it is associated with the Last Post at all military funerals, and at services of 
dedication and remembrance).
Flag Attendants - Miss Rebecca Muscat, & Miss Annette Espenes, Members of The Bankstown & 
Yagoona Brass

LAYING OF WREATHS
Introductions by: Sean Barrett, Chairman & Capt. Ted van Bronswijk, Director, MNWMF.

Co-Ordination of Wreaths to be laid & Wreath Bearers: Paul Trangmar & Denis Speyer, Directors 
MNWMF, & Stan Moriarty, Secretary, MNWMF. 
And with the valued assistance of Wreath Bearers Garry Marks, Stan Moriarty & Members of The 
Bankstown & Yagoona Brass.
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CLOSING COMMENTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Sean Barrett, Chairman - The Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund

PLEASE JOIN FOR REFRESHMENTS WITHIN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN  

Hosted by The Chief Executive Officer Mr George Simpson Rookwood General Cemetery

FINAL PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
Sister Mary Leahy. OAM

Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

The Australian National Anthem
Australians all let us rejoice
For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
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CLOSING COMMENTS AND VOTE OF THANKS
David Field Chairman Navy War Memorial Fund
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Hosted by The Chief Executive Officer Mr George Simpson Rookwood General Cemetery

Hymn – Amazing Grace
Words: English Poet & Clergyman John Newton (1725-1807)

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
 Bright shining as the sun,
 We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
 Than when we’d first begun.

1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
 That saved a wretch like me!
 I once was lost, but now am found,
 Was blind, but now I see.

3. Thru many dangers, toils, and snares,
 I have already come;
 ‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
 And grace will lead me home.

Ian Donald Heather
1918 – 1994

Trained as a Cadet  in Sailing Ship “Maisie 
Graham” (Later re-named “Prince Louis”

“AQUITANIA” 1940-1948
His dedication and enthusiasm to all his pursuits 

will be remembered by all who knew him.

Joseph Ernest Miller
WWII VETERAN

CROSSED THE BAR
3.7.1913 – 20.3.2017

Survivor from sinking of
S.S. Coast Farmer on 20.7.1942 off Jervis Bay

Norman Gaffey
WWII VETERAN

CROSSED THE BAR
11.4.1925 – 14.7.2015

Rex Richard Lesslie
WWII VETERAN

CROSSED THE BAR
13.2.1928 – 22.2.2015

(Plaque retrieved from the former Mission to Seafarers (MTS) 
Sussex Street premises)

In Memory of
Sir James Bissett KT, CBE, R.N.R., D.D. (HON)

Master Mariner
Died 29-3-1967

AGED 83 YEARS

(Plaque retrieved from the former Mission to Seafarers (MTS) 
Sussex Street premises)

FINAL PRAYER AND BENEDICTION

Australians all let us rejoice
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia Fair.

PLEASE JOIN FOR REFRESHMENTS WITHIN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN  

Hosted by The Chief Executive Officer Mr George Simpson Rookwood General Cemetery

DONATIONS, BEQUESTS, SPONSORSHIPS OF PROJECTS 
Donations may be directed to: 

The Secretary, Merchant Navy War Memorial Fund Ltd
PO Box 3058, Rosemeadow NSW 2560 

OR by EFT to: 
Account Name: MNWMF Project Development Fund 

BSB: 032 197  Account No.: 477 684  Reference: Your name
Please Note: if paying by EFT please forward an email with your name, address, phone & 

organisation (if applicable) to secretary@mnwmf.com.au
A receipt will be forwarded for all donations received.

If you would like to discuss how you can assist, please make contact with Sean Barrett, 
Chairman, Sean.Barrett@dpworld.com  0407 490 516



	 (i)	 Encouragement of the next generation, to take up our and our predecessors’ passion and 
commitment to ensure the future Australian Merchant Navy recognition is as secure in 
the future as in the past and the present. We remain highly committed to continuing to 
work in what we believe is the best interests of our cherished Merchant Navy veterans and 
the wider Australian maritime community.

	 (ii)	 Continuing promotion & installation of the Merchant Navy 
emblem on existing war memorials throughout Australia.

	 (iii)	 Equal recognition of the Merchant Navy Ensign on 
National Flag Day – 3rd September annually, which is 
also Merchant Navy Day. 

	 (iv)	 Submission to NSW Government via Premier The 
Hon. Chris Minns, MP, for the re-instatement of the 
Merchant Navy Ensign on the top of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge, or failing that, on the bridge pylons 
on Merchant Navy Day, 3rd September annually.

	 (v)	 Additional recognition of the role of the Merchant 
Navy within the Australian War Memorial (AWM).

	 (vi)	 Establish a protocol with AWM that on Australian National Flag 
Day/Merchant Navy Day (3 Sept annually) that: 

	 (a)	 The Red Ensign be flown with the Australian National Flag 
above the AWM; and 

	 (b)	 Merchant Navy representative be among 
those laying wreaths at the Last Post 
Ceremony on 3rd September, that takes 
place at approx. 4.45pm AEDT in the 
commemorative courtyard. 

	 (vii)	 Support the AWM “Places of Pride” launched by AWM 
in November 2018 to record all memorials throughout 
Australia on the national register.

THE MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL FUND
STRATEGIC PLAN 2025–2027

MAJOR PROJECTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE CONTINUED RECOGNITION 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN MERCHANT NAVY AND OF ITS VITAL IMPORTANCE

TO THE NATION’S PROSPERITY

Addition of Merchant Navy badge on 
St Andrews Village Memorial Bravery Garden, 

Ballina NSW opened on 15-10-2022 and co-funded by MNWMF.
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